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Certainly most of the great players we Why would out at the midboard? Gretzky often
know came from backgrounds where hides behind the net to see if his line-
the coach allowed them to do their any coach males can successfully forecheck the
thing. Next lime you see the Los puck loose, After all, the original pur-
Angeles Kings on TV, isolate on Wayne be so e of a forecheck was to get the puck
Gretky and ask the question: what back in order to make a play. It has
would a college or youth coach doifhe  Presumptious  becume little more than fulfiltment of 3

had a youngster who tried to play like
Gretzky? Would that player be given
the freedom to create? Would he be

as to demand

job outlined in depth on a blackboard.
Do we allow a young kid to fly into the
neutral zone on the breakout, looking

allowed to make plays at the offensive that he for a Jong breakaway pass? In an entire
blue line, or would his skill be hidden college season we might see only two
by the demand to ‘dump it in deep?’ do all the long breakaway passes, because the
Does a potential young Gretzky have to caches demand that everyone is back
chip the puck out of the defensive zone thinking? deep coming out together. We are basi-
whenever he touches it? [s he recquinsd D —— cally telling young players to stop

to ‘finish his check’ when the real

Gretzky would already be anticipating

and moving towand the next play? Docs he have to
prove to his macho caach he is “lough” by looking
for body contact instead of avaiding it, like the Great
One he watches on TV?

How many conches allow a player to hang out deep
in the offensive zone when the opponent is breaking,

thinking, "1'll do the thinking for you.”

Mario Lemicux gets s
the finals of the Sta
building is walching h b
aways against a tearfl HENDIMSATA for this very
thing. Some happen by deslsn Some happen
because the player is brilliart, and has been allowed
to play with creatlvity. 1 often wonder if Wayne




